May 12, 2006

Board of Trustees, Gallaudet University

The Ohio Association of the Deaf would like to make a brief statement that we join
NAD's direct appeal for an immediate resolution to the crisis at Gallaudet
University. We have grave concern for the future of Gallaudet as well as its
potential repercussions upon the Deaf and Hard of Hearing people as a whole.

We find the act of manipulating the media by Gallaudet's officials repugnant. The
Deaf and Hard of Hearing community have worked very hard for many years to
eradicate misconceptions and ignorance of the media and the general public. These
misrepresentations were deliberately misled. We feel strongly that these measures
are undoing all the hard work that the Deaf and Hard of

Hearing community have done.

If this crisis continues, the repercussions will be felt for years to come. The Board
of Trustees is in the position to act more decisively and to take the leadership to

the next level, including making necessary changes.

Thank you,

Ohio Association of the Deaf Board Members and OAD Members



